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is that behind it all lies the definite authority of
Christ Himself. I do not mean that the history
proves the reality of such a Commission as Matthew
records, nor that without it the history would be
inexplicable., but that the history is of such a kind
as to lend additional credibility to the Gospel
record. There is a further point to be kept in
mind. Racially and religiously, the Jews are the
most persistently exclusive people the world has
ever^ known. And when we remember that at
first, as we have seen, that exclusiveness was
sanctioned by Christ Himself, does it not become
morally certain that nothing less than the strong
impact of Christ's own command could have
pushed the disciples out of the shallows of Judaism
into the great deep of the world's life ? In face
of the opposition which met it on every side, how
could the missionary idea have gained and kept
its feet unless it had been able to plead some sure,
clear word of His ?

It has, indeed, been suggested that early Christi-
anity owed something of its missionary enthusiasm
to the legacy which it took over from contemporary
Judaism. That there was an active Jewish propa-
ganda during the period immediately preceding the
dawn of Christianity is probably true. In no other
way does it seem possible to account for the
enormous number of Jews who were scattered